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tactics. The dividing line between the professional soldier and
the improvised levies of earlier times became more and more
marked. The introduction of firearms had thus far-reaching
effects on political and social conditions. It was a powerful
factor in the break-up of what we may call the internal balance
of power in European countries, as it had existed in the Middle
Ages. Royal and Republican governments began to form small
standing armies, and often accepted the services of mercenary
troops formed by adventurers as a business speculation. Against
trained professional soldiers, armed with the new weapons, the
feudal levy of a district or a local peasant rising was alike all but
helpless. A baron could no longer hold his castle or a city close
its gates against a king who had cannon ready to batter down old-
fashioned walls and towers. The growth of absolutism in govern-
ment and the improvement and extended use of firearms were
parallel developments of the sixteenth century.

In a wider sphere the coincidence of the coming of these new
weapons and the opening up of new worlds by the voyages
of great navigators, at the close of the Middle Ages., had a
remarkable influence on European conquest and colonization
beyond the seas. To primitive peoples the European adventurer
with his muskets and cannon seemed to be armed with the
thunders of heaven. A mere handful thus equipped were more
than a match for thousands fighting with spear and bow, or it
might be with rude weapons of the Stone Age, -Cortes began
the conquest of Mexico with a little army of 40 horse, 550 foot,
and 8 small cannon.

On the sea, within a few years, in the second half of the six-
teenth century, the old methods of war all but vanished. At
Lepanto in 1571 the battle tactics differed little from those of the
preceding two thousand years. It was a close fight of oar-driven
galleys locked together. At the outset a few shots were fired by
the light guns in their bows, and musketry played some small
part in the mSlee. The only tall ships in the fight were the four
galleasses on the Christian side that fired a few broadsides in the
first stage of the battle. It was decided by the hand-to-hand
fighting on the bulwarks and decks of Don John of Austria's